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Dear Minister

CLOSURE OF THE A&E DEPARTMENT AT THE WHITTINGTON HOSPITAL

I am writing to you on to express my concern about the proposed closure of the 24-hour A&E unit at the Whittington Hospital in Archway as outlined in four of seven options in the North Central London NHS Strategy Plan 2010 – 2014.

Local residents in this area rely heavily on the A&E and other services at the Whittington Hospital. We understand that the closure of the A&E department could have a knock-on effect and lead to the loss of other core services such as the maternity unit at the hospital, which would also adversely affect many local residents.

We welcome your remarks made in Parliament on 9 March 2010 during the Health Care in London debate that you “have concerns about what is happening in relation to the Whittington.” and that “We need to see strong clinical evidence for any change to the status of the Whittington.”

However we fear that “waiting to hear the case for closing it during the next Parliament” is leaving the matter too late. We are concerned that steps are possibly already being taken ahead of a formal public consultation exercise that would have a material impact on the viability of the Whittington A&E. 

We believe the threat to the Whittington to be very serious, and we therefore urge you to:

· act before the next General Election to halt with immediate effect the process to close the Whittington A&E.

· ensure that all plans regarding the Whittington closures are made publicly available so the public can see what is being planned by North Central London NHS officials

Please would you let me know what steps you are willing to take to ensure the Whittington remains available for patients in the area? 

Thank you very much for your attention to these matters.

Yours sincerely

