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April 2010

Dear Member of Parliament/Candidate

I am writing to you to express my concern about the proposed closure of the 24-hour A&E unit at the Whittington Hospital in Archway as outlined in four of seven options in the North Central London NHS Strategy Plan 2010 – 2014.

Local residents in Islington and neighbouring boroughs rely heavily on the A&E and other services at the Whittington Hospital. We understand that the closure of the A&E department could have a knock-on effect and lead to the loss of other core services such as the maternity unit at the Whittington, which would also adversely affect many of them.

We have also sent a letter to the Minister for Health Services, Mike O’Brien asking him to act before the next General Election to halt with immediate effect the process to close the Whittington A&E, and ensure that all future plans are evidence-based, transparent and made publicly available so the public can see what is being planned by North Central London NHS officials.

We sincerely hope you will support us, raise our letter with the minister and ask him to act on our concerns before the general election. 

In addition, we would be grateful if you could write to the three main party leaders, Nick Clegg, David Cameron and Gordon Brown to ask them to make a public statement to assure the residents of North London that should their party win the next election they would:

· halt with immediate effect the current process to close the Whittington A&E 

· not close any A&E unit in North London until alternatives are firmly in place, have been sufficiently tested and proven by independent analysis not to have any adverse effect on the treatment of patients 

Green Party leader Caroline Lucas has already signed up to the above statement in a live webchat on the parenting site mumsnet on 27 March 2010.

Thank you very much for your attention to these matters.

Yours sincerely,

